Idiopathic venous thromboembolism as a first manifestation of cancer.
Since Trousseau's time it has been documented the strong two-way relationship between cancer and venous thromboembolism (VTE). Moreover it has been clearly demonstrated that patients with a first episode of idiopathic VTE exhibit a higher risk of newly discovered cancer during follow-up when compared to those suffering from secondary VTE. The performance of a selected diagnostic work-up for cancer detection at the time of referral for index VTE in these patients appears to be capable to identify most of these malignancies and the earlier detection is likely to be associated with improved treatment possibilities and thus prognosis.